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Changing A lot of changes are in store for campus
dining services, including a remodel of the cafeteria.
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Learning Student inmates at local state prison
are taking more classes in partnership with College. Page 6

On a Limb

Photo by Robin Shepard

Greta Figueroa, a student in Professor Bryan Tassey’s Introduction to Horticulture class, hangs from a tree as part of
learning about careers in arboriculture. Figueroa was one of several students assisted by recruiter/trainer Andrew Misch
from Davey Tree. The students were shown how to “limb walk” in the event they had to safely remove an incapacitated
climber.
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A New College Tradition Should be Embraced
Giving Recognition to Former a Current Staff Can Help Keep Us Connected
By Dr. Susan Walsh

Interim Superintendent/President

While I count
down the remaining weeks
of my working
life, I’ve wanted
to acknowledge
and honor those
who’ve
made
Merced College
an outstanding
institution.
So
Dr. Walsh
many wonderful, talented, and
dedicated people have been part of this
great college, and their contributions deserve to be recognized. I believe that our
successes continue to rest upon the good
work of those who’ve come before us, and
those who will carry on after we leave.
I sincerely hope that in the years ahead,
in some manner or form, our college family will reach back with a show of affection
and appreciation for our former administrators, faculty and staff. We acknowledge
the success of our students and alumni, and
rightly so. I believe it’s necessary for us, in
order to remain firmly grounded in mutual
respect and to preserve our fundamental inheritance, to say thank you to those who’ve
contributed to our college and to our own
careers.
I’ve taken a look back at my early days
here and remember so many colleagues
who not only influenced me, but who made
me a better manager, and who added immeasurably to my career. I’ve been posting
stories about them on my Facebook page.
This project has been both joyful and somewhat bittersweet as many of these former
colleagues are no longer with us. I recently
posted my recollections of Mabel Jones, a
truly remarkable woman and an outstanding History instructor who is no longer
with us. Just this week we’ve learned of the
passing of Joy Smith, a dear, sweet person,
and an outstanding Merced College classified employee for 20 years. There are many
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others whom I can
recall and whose
memory will always remain with
me.
I want to encourage us all to
honor our colleagues, those like
Mable and Joy
who’ve passed on,
and those who
remain with us.
We can never say
thank you enough,
but we should at
least try.
As important,
I encourage you
to build a college
culture that celebrates each other,
that acknowledges
each other’s worth,
one that celebrates
each other’s contributions. Even
a short note in
appreciation
to
someone who has
earned your respect
can mean so much.
One of the final, personal projects I’ve engaged in
is a series of faculty
profiles that are
being published in
local newspapers
and on our institutional Facebook
page.
The first
one, printed here,
is a profile of one
our newer faculty members, Dr.
Adam Fong, who has already made a great
impact in the History Department. You’ll
be seeing others as we move through the
current academic year.
Thank you for the outstanding work

each of you do each day. Thank you for
the many wonderful contributions you’ll be
making in the years ahead.
My best wishes for your continued success.
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Cafeteria to Undergo Extreme Makeover with Remodel

The cafeteria on the Merced campus
will undergo a remodel from October
27 through November 14. During the
time the cafeteria will be closed food
services will be available in the quad
and there will be additional tables
and chairs for seating. Thank you for
your patience during this time and we
look forward to opening up a newly
remodeled cafeteria in mid-November.

CEO Club Members Engage in Hands-on Learning
The CEO Club was busy this September learning real-life, hands-on lessons
through workshops, guest speakers, tours,
and fundraising events.
Early in September, the CEO Club was
fortunate to host two guest speakers: City
of Merced mayorial candidate, Necola Adams; and Mike Toste, CEO of Tri County
Flooring America, located in both Atwater
and Turlock.
Ms. Adams spoke to the group about
city politics and being in the public eye, and
Mr. Toste spoke to the group about what
it’s like to start and run your own business.
In mid-September, the CEO Club traveled to Fresno for a private tour of Fresno
State, as well as a student mixer with the
CEO Chapters from Fresno State, Fresno
City, and Reedley Colleges. The mixer was
hosted at the Lyles Center for Innovation
and Entrepreneurship.
Toward the end of the month, the CEO
Club conducted our first fundraising of the
semester – a taco sale in the quad (a huge
success), and we hosted the concession

booth at a Blue Devil Football
game. The club also attended
a “Small Business Start-Up”
workshop, hosted by our local
Small Business Development
Center (SBDC) and the Director of Economic Development Frank Quintero.
The CEO Club continues
to seek opportunities to learn
real-world information to help
our members be better business leaders in the future. At
this time, the club is focusing
its efforts on attending an elevator pitch competition at
Fresno State in early October, as well as a small business
start-up conference in late October.
The CEO Club meets
Wednesdays and Fridays from
12:30 – 1:45 in VOC 142.
Submitted by Business CEO Club members pose for a photograph during
professor Annette Haugen their recent visit to CSU Fresno.
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Meet the Chef

Changes in food services management, along with the
scheduled cafeteria remodel, are already making a
difference. Part of the good things happening in campus
dining is the addition of corporate Chef Caleb Elon Reemer,
a Merced native and graduate of the Culinary Arts program
at Columbia College. Chef Caleb is excited to be here and
to be part of the current rennovation of the dining area.
His philosophy is to use fresh local ingredients while
celebrating the rich diversity of home grown products.
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MC Expands Courses at Valley State Prison
On September 14, Merced College hosted 16 instructors, as
well as Principal Zack Patrick and Vice Principal Todd Walsh,
from the Valley State Adult School (VSAS).
VSAS is as WASC accredited adult school that serves inmates
at Valley State Prison in Chowchilla by providing adult basic education, classes needed to complete a high school diploma, and
classes to prepare students to pass high school equivalency exams
such as the GED.
VSAS also operates vocational training for inmates in career
fields such as masonry, electronics, automotive repair, and others.
VSAS coordinates college level courses provided through correspondence programs, and has been instrumental in helping Merced College establish its face-to-face college program for student/
inmates.
The purpose of their visit was to demonstrate to VSPS teachers the scope of the College’s academic and career technical educational programs, and to begin discussions about topics such as
articulation of CTE classes, collaboration on services such as tutoring, and new college classes that would be of interest at VSP.
The tour included areas such as Business, Criminal Justice, Allied Health, Science, the math lab, library, and the Bizzini IAC.
The visit ended with a discussion with deans and faculty about
future classes and student services. The guests from VSPS were
very excited about the opportunities Merced College offers everyone in our service area.
In the Fall 2016 semester, Merced College is offering eight
sections of credit classes that include psychology, kinesiology, and
guidance, as well as one section of noncredit English, with an enrollment of more than 200 students.
Students at VSP are very eager to enroll in classes, and plans
are under way to expand coursework to include disciplines such as
Math, Foreign Language, Social Science, and credit English.
In a letter to Merced College, students in the first cohort who
started their courses in spring 2016, expressed their heartfelt appreciation for the College by stating:
“Devotion such as yours allows us students to be leaders in rehabilitation and education. Your efforts contribute to higher learning and that, as you know, means we are heading in the right direction to change.”
Submitted by Dean Shelly Conner

Arts Division Continues to Schedule Great Events
Colman Hampton, Digital Art
Art Gallery
October 31-November 17; Reception: November 2 at 6 p.m.

November 10, 12, 17*, 18, 19 at 7:30 p.m.; November 20 at 2 p.m.
$10 General, $8 Students, Seniors, Military
*Special $5 student price on Thursday, November 17

A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams
Directed by Carin Heidelbach
Theater

Art Faculty Exhibition
Art Gallery
November 28-December 8; Reception: November 30 at 6 p.m.
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