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CHRIS VITELLI

“Truly great things are happening — thank you
for doing your part in making this the best place
to work in the community college system.”

Foreword
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Welcome back! I hope you are as ready as I am to ensure this
is an epic year for Merced College, focused on what matters
most — doing what’s best for our students and this amazing
community we serve.
Our mission reflects our dedication to ensuring student
success and access. This is also reflected in our core values,
motto, and throughout all guiding principles and master
planning documents for our College. Simply put, student
success and access are our laser focus and not just a “catchy”
term or tagline. As we embark upon the 2019-2020 academic
year, I could think of no other team of professionals more
committed to this core mission and values than all of you.
This year, we will begin to take our commitment to student
success and access to a new level. We will work on Year 2 of
our strategic implementation plan leading to the fulfillment of
our 5-Year Educational Master Plan. Among many other
priorities, our focus will center around program mapping for
instructional programs, strengthening scheduling practices,
streamlining processes and starting the process of going
paperless, investing in our facilities and technology, updating
instructional classrooms, fine-tuning our program review and
integrated planning processes, and expanding community
support through advocacy and fundraising.
Additionally, for the first time in nearly twenty-years, we will
explore, and possibly ask for community support and funding
options to build out innovative and engaging student learning
classrooms, laboratories, and support services. We’ll also break
ground on a new state-of-the-art agricultural and industrial
technologies complex — making good on a promise to our
community from the 2002 bond measure.
Chris Vitelli, Ed.D.
Superintendent/President

Finally, I am thrilled with the expansion of many of our student
support and academic services. We are in the final stages of
completing a new “one-stop” academic support center in the
newly named Student Success and Tutorial Center (formerly
Communications Building). Students will be able to visit one
location to get the assistance and wrap-around support
services to help them succeed in most of their classes. Similar
services are being provided and explored at the Los Banos
Campus as well.
Innovation and growth requires adaptation and acceptance to
change. These are exciting times, but will most certainly be met
with some resistance and difficulty. With this in mind, let’s enter
2019-20 with the determination to do what’s best for our
students. Truly great things are happening — thank you for
doing your in making make this the best place to work in the
community college system.

Chris Vitelli, Ed.D.
Superintendent/President
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Breaking ground Fall 2020,
the proposed Agriculture and
Industrial Technology
building will consist of 20,000
square feet of classroom and
laboratory space for
programs in agribusiness,
industrial technology,
horticulture, HVAC, crop
science and animal science.

Happenings

SHARE THIS

4 / 20

5 / 20

Plaza Project
Improving the entryway to our campus.
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Charles Fennessy’s fondness of the American
flag is both deep and varied.
As an immigrant from Ireland, Fennessy came
across the pond in search of a better life. To
him, the flag is a symbol of hope, opportunity
and success. As a representative of the U.S. Air
Force for 43 years, 21 years active duty, the
American flag is a reminder of what he fights for,
why he sacrifices and what he strives to be.
The school’s flag pole was originally placed in
front of the Administration Building but, over the
years, the maturing trees have grown to a
height that now obstructs the flag. When the
Merced College Foundation began discussing
its relocation, Fennessy had more than a few
opinions on the matter.
“To me, the American flag should be out where
everyone can see it,” said Fennessy, who is also
an Emeritus Director for the Merced College
Foundation. “I’m used to military bases where
the first thing you see when you drive in is the
flag.”
He stated that there’s no better way to show off
the College in the community than having the
flag right there in the entryway.
“It brings a sense of pride that everyone can
enjoy,” Fennessy said.

The Merced College Foundation Board and
school administration agreed and began
working with Darden Architects out of Fresno to
conceptualize the Plaza Project. The flag will be

The plaza will not only give the campus a new
and aesthetically pleasing first impression, it’ll be
functional for students as well. Each plant being
used is entirely new to campus and will offer

strategically located along Community College
Drive in close proximity to the 1st Lt. Peter J.
Gallo Veterans Resource Center and the
southwest lawn where the Field of Honor is
hosted every November for Veterans Day.

plant identification challenges for our
Landscape Horticulture students. The start date
for Phase 2 is still to be determined but will
include the addition of dozens of shade trees
and seating options for students.

Dustin Thompson, a Marine Corps veteran and
the Student Support Coordinator for the
Veterans Resource Center at Merced College
said, “Each time an individual comes on
campus, that’s going to be one of the first things
they see and speaking for myself, I take a lot of

The Plaza Project is the Merced College
Foundation’s first fully funded construction
project under Associate Vice President of
External Relations and Executive Director of the
Merced College Foundation, Jill Cunningham.

pride in that.” While talking with Thompson, it
was obvious that seeing our Nation’s flag moved
to the front and center of the school is very
impactful for him. He concluded by saying, “If
you’ve served, that flag is part of you.”

If you have any questions about the Plaza
Project or wish to become involved in future
projects, stop by the Merced College
Foundation Office for more information.

Harris Construction began Phase 1 of 3 on June
26, with the first phase set to be completed at
the end of August. The new design has three
flag poles with the California and Merced
College flags flanking Old Glory on either side.
Phase 1 of the project also includes a new
Merced College sign to welcome students and
visitors to the campus with the Merced College
logo beautifully imprinted into the concrete in
front of the sign.
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CHARLES FENNESSY

“It brings a sense of pride that everyone can enjoy.”

Spotlight
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Prison Education Program
In four years, the program has grown tenfold.
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In just four years, the popularity and scope of
the Merced College Prison Education Program
has grown tenfold.
Merced College was among the state’s first
community colleges to offer classes in a state
correctional facility as a result of California
Senate Bill 1391, which waived the open
enrollment provision and allowed community
colleges to teach inmates while collecting
apportionment.
The inaugural program began in 2016 with 42
inmates from Valley State Prison in Chowchilla
participating in two sections of a Guidance 48
class. According to Merced College English
Professor Jennifer McBride, the College serviced
500 total inmates between VSP and the
adjacent Central California Women’s Facility for
the 2018-19 school year.
“The Prison Education Program at Merced
College serves approximately 500 students at

The program was started with the hopes of
teaching skills that would create employment
opportunities upon the release of inmates,
giving them options for a brighter future and
reducing the chances of recidivism.
To participate in the program, inmates must
have attained their high school diploma or GED
and are screened by the prisons for good
behavior.

a club advisor for AGS, said VSP is the first
California state prison to be granted an AGS
charter.
The students aren’t the only ones that are
getting something from the experience. A
number of Merced College professors said that
working with the inmates has impacted them in
unexpected ways.
“When I was afforded the opportunity to teach

McBride said the inmates have enthusiastically
taken advantage of the opportunity, allowing the
program to continue to grow. Merced College will
offer 31 total courses for Fall 2019, 13 at VSP
and 18 at CCWF. The class offerings include
options in Business, English, History, Math,

at the prison, I was initially thinking about all the
ways I could share knowledge,” Philosophy
Professor Jacqueline Alvarez said in an email. “I
went in with a mindset of helping “them.” I
quickly learned how intelligent and eager they
were to learn. They showed me what hunger for

Psychology and more.
The program successes are starting to pile up
as well.

knowledge really was. It humbled me and made
me realize that knowledge isn’t something one
offers but something gained collectively through
dialogue.

More than 60 inmates were recognized at a

“People have experiences that they bring with

two prisons, offering educational rehabilitation
through general education, and transfer and
degree pathways,” McBride said in an email.
“Currently, we are offering an Associate of
Transfer degree in Business, Psychology and
English, and A.A. degrees in Social and

VSP graduation ceremony back in May,
honoring those that had earned high school
diplomas, A.A. degrees and certificates in
general education or Career Technical
Education (CTE) programs.

them when reading a text and analyzing that
text. Reading Plato’s dialogues in a classroom
was very different than reading Plato with
people who had the experience of being
incarcerated like Socrates. These experiences
specific to this population has enhanced my

Behavioral Sciences and Art.

Anthony Medina, Daniel Henson and David
Flores were all singled out that evening for
winning statewide scholarships from Alpha
Gamma Sigma, the California Community
College Honor Society. McBride, who is also

teaching, my thinking and my life in exponential
ways that I wasn't prepared for.”

“We have plans to bring Sociology and
Communications on board within the next year.
We also offer a Certificate in Business.”
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JENNIFER MCBRIDE

" ... They showed me what hunger for knowledge really was. It
humbled me and made me realize that knowledge isn’t something one
offers but something gained collectively through dialogue... "

Profile
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Alumni: Sugi Williams
Williams' career path began with Merced College.
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SUGI WILLIAMS

“My take-away
from my time at
Merced College
is you can be
successful ...”
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Sugi Williams knows poverty few can relate to.
The Indonesian immigrant said most people in
Bali were making $40 to $50 a month when he
was growing up. It made the $100 price tag on
treatments for his sister's tuberculosis an
impossible sum for his family to produce. His
family was confronted with an unimaginable
decision and his sister passed soon after they
were forced to discontinue treatment.
The loss of his sister in her 20’s left a lasting
impression on Williams. It created a desire to
help those who can't help themselves and
sparked a deep-seeded interest in the medical
profession, paving the way towards his
becoming a Registered Nurse in the E.R. at
Mercy Medical Center Merced.
"My sister died at a very young age," Williams
said. "We were a very poor family and she got
sick. My family took her to a witch doctor.
They tried a number of traditional medicines,
before finally I spoke up and said she needs to
go to a hospital. We took her to a hospital and
they diagnosed her with TB.
"She had a treatment for about one month, but
we couldn't afford to continue it. The treatment
was $100 a month, which isn't a

Vocational
Nursing
Learn more about the
Vocational Nursing Program at
Merced College, including
how to apply.

Learn more

huge amount here, but when you're in
Indonesia, that's a lot. So we decided to stop
the treatment and she died shortly after. I think
my interest in medicine started there."
Williams immigrated to Merced with his partner
when he was 18 years old. He said the
immigration process was difficult, particularly
since he hadn't finished middle school in Bali.
His English was limited, so he enrolled in English
as a Second Language (ESL) classes and
started preparing to take the GED.
"I took a three-month instructional English
course before I came over, but still wasn't that
comfortable with it when I got here," Williams
said. "I learned a lot watching Sesame Street.
"Shortly after I got my GED, I started at Merced
College around 2006-2007."

"I signed up for the 18-month LVN (Licensed
Vocational Nursing) program," Williams said. "I
loved it. Caren Col-Hamm, who recently retired,
was the director. All the instructors were great
and were very supportive.
"I worked as an LVN for about a year and half
and then registered for the LVN to RN program.
I've been an RN for about three years now. I
love that we're in the emergency room, caring
for patients that are critically ill. You see patients
move in and out quickly and get to see different
diagnoses. It's something new every day."
Williams isn't stopping there. He's currently
enrolled in a Master's program at the University
of Texas at Arlington, working towards becoming
a nurse practitioner.
"My take-away from my time at Merced College
is you can be successful, even coming from an

Williams said he started with his general
education classes, unsure what direction he
wanted to take his studies. He was leaning
towards teaching, when he started volunteering
at Mercy Medical Center Merced.

underdeveloped country," Williams said. "I've
met a number of people at Merced College from
Mexico or other Asian countries that had similar
stories. They came here and barely spoke
English.

His interactions in the E.R. helped reignite a
desire that had lay dormant for a number of
years.

"It's not easy, but just stick with your studies and
something good can come out of it."

Allied Health
Programs
Merced College offers 5
programs in Allied Health,
from Diagnostic Radiologic
Technology to Nurse Assistant
to Registered Nursing.

Degrees &
Certificates
Explore over 130 desgree
and certificate programs
offered at Merced College.

Learn more
Learn more
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Team: Lauren Dykema
Welcome our newly-hired Athletic Trainer.
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Welcome, Lauren.

What’s your role at Merced College?

Why did you choose to work at Merced College?

I’m the new athletic trainer.

I’ve always wanted to get back into the community college setting. That’s
how I started and it’s always just appealed to me. Those first five or six
years, I didn’t feel like I had the skillset or the knowledge to do it justice or

Why did you choose athletic training as a career?
I was a college athlete that got hurt and ended up spending nine months
in the training room trying to recover from the injury. While I was there, I got
to see what athletic trainers really do. I really got interested in athletic
training as a profession after seeing how interesting it was and how it
changed every day. I especially love being outdoors. Being able to be
outside as part of my job was very appealing.

Other than sports, what do you like to do?

to do it well. So, I figured I’d get some experience working at high schools
and then see how things go. I’m excited for the challenge.

What part of the job are you most looking forward to?
I like that the Merced College program is established, and the other thing
that appealed to me was having the student training program. I’m excited
to give back and help mentor students that are in the same position that I
was when I was in college. It’s like I’ve come full circle, which is pretty
awesome.

I like to go hiking. When I was living in Santa Maria, I loved going to the
beach, because Pismo and Oceana were right there. I’d go and just walk
on the beach for a couple miles. I can’t do that here, but there’s still plenty
of hiking options.
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LAUREN DYKEMA

“I’m excited to
give back and
help mentor
students that are
in the same
position that I
was when I was
in college. It’s
like I’ve come full
circle, which is
pretty
awesome.”
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